
  

 

 

  

 

2. Ecological succession  
 
For students: 
Ecological succession is the process of change in the community species composition and 

structure over time. In the VIRTUE-s project, we observe succession on discs placed in an 

aquatic environment (the sea, a lake or a river): after some time, the first organisms settle on 

the discs and - depending on season and geographical location - more organisms arrive and 

begin to compete with the first settlers for resources like light, space or food. This process is 

called primary succession.1 

 

This worksheet is an exercise on how you can study succession using the VIRTUE discs. 

You will learn how to interpret and visualise the results obtained in an example project done 

in a temperate location.  

 

The worksheet will  

• formulate the questions of the study, 

• provide you with some background on the methods used (which you may need for 

the interpretation of the results later on), 

• and give you the data recorded in the experiment. 

 

After that, it will be your task to visualize the data and interpret them (using some questions 

and hints to help you on the way). The full worksheet will be provided by your teachers. 

 

 

For teachers 
The full worksheet can be found at basecamp: 

https://3.basecamp.com/3696266/buckets/3048171/vaults/2556438170 

 

The documents produced by your students is gathered by you, teachers, who send them to 

dennis.augustsson@hv.se no later than the 22nd of May. The result will be published on the 

VIRTUE website. In the final webinar other students will give feedback on your students 

work. Please provide suitable questions for student peer-review when sending the 

documents. 

 
 

 

 
1 In contrast, secondary succession is observed in communities which have been subjected to a disturbance 
like a forest wild fire or complete deforestation. This can be likened to a disc which previously harboured 
organisms but was subjected to a disturbance, like complete drying out because it was taken out of the water 
for a long time, resulting in the death of all the original organisms growing on it. 
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