
Mother and Baby Memory 
 
Many marine organisms were once part of the zooplankton when they were 
“babies”. These are their larval stages and after a series of metamorphoses, they 
develop into their adult forms, which remain be free-
swimming or become attached to substrates, they 
become sessile.  
In this memory game, instead of looking for “like” 
cards to match, the students will match the adult form 
of an organism, the “mother”, with its larval form, the “baby”. This way they will 
get to know the different larval stages of some common marine organisms they 
will encounter in the beach.    
If it is possible, introduce the students to zooplankton. Samples can be obtained 
using a plankton net with a mesh size of 200 – 250 µm. Examine the samples under 
the microscope or binoculars. The students may not see all the larval stages used 
in this game.  
 
Requirements: 
Number of players: 2 – 4 players; Playing time: approx. 20 minutes; Age (10+)  
 
Prepare the cards: 
1. Print the cards double-sided on A4 paper, with 6 pages on 

each side. Laminate the paper and cut the individual cards.  
 
How to play the game: 
1. Mix up the cards and lay them face down on the table. You may arrange 

them in any way you want: rows, circles or no order at all.  
2. The start player turns over 2 cards. If the 2 cards match (mother and baby), 

he gets to keep the pair. A player can turn cards as often as he finds 
matches.  

3. If the cards don’t match, they are turned over again and the next player 
starts. 

4. The game is over when all the cards have been matched. 
5. Winner of the game is the player with the most matches.  
 


